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1090 Acres of Green Spring against ye King especially since 
there don't appeare any * * * bounds by which these 3000 
Acres were let out only these bounds which we prove to be re- 
puted bounds for so many years. 

Quere 3. If this Land be in the Governor, will our Antient 
possession and the Act of Limitation in Virginia barr him, or 
w iH * * * barred by this patent or orders which give the 
Bounds. We claime there never having been any other grant 
or order from the Crowne as to these 3000 Acres, only that of 
the Company 1618, which we take to be only a command to 
have it laid out & set apart in order to * * * grant. 

There not appearing on the state of this case any legall Title 
of the 3,000 acres granted out of ye Crown for ye use of ye Gov- 
ernor for ye time being, I am of opinion That ye Titles to them 
is in ye Crown, Tho' ye orders & * * may be sufficient to 
Entitule ye Governor *to ye use & occupation of them. 

The 1,090 Acres called Green Spring being well conveyed from 
ye Crown by patent & a Title to Coll. Ludwell under the grants 
I think he will hold them ag't the Crown. I think the Governor 
will be bound by ye grants & possession which there has been of 
ye Green Spring. W. 

6 ffeb., 1716. 
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[Contributed by Miss Anne Randolph Ball.] 



Colonel Burgess Ball, in a letter dated 1773, addressed to John 
Blackburn, writes as follows in regard to his property in England, 
€tc. : 

Virginia, May 3d, 1773. 
Sir: 

I received yours of ye 1st of Sept' and also a chariott for 
w oh I am duly thankfull, a remittance for w* is at this time out of 
my power to make, but may be depended upon this summer. 

Having given out all expectation of ever receiving a Letter 
from you, I last summer wrote to Mr. Cyrus Griffin desiring him 
to enquire into ye circumstances of my Estate in England, and 
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take upon him ye management thereof for me, & have since 
received an ans r thereto informing 1 me that he would comply with 
my request; but as I have at length had ye pleasure of receiv- 
ing a Letter from you also signifying a willingless (sic) to con- 
tinue to act for my interest, I shall decline all Correspondence 
with Mr. Griffin on ye matter, & desire you will continue to act 
for me & mine. 

I never heard of the Will yuu mentioned in your Letter that 
prohibits my Wife from all claim 'till she arrives to ye age of 25 
years. I flattered myself that as soon as ye Legatees were satis- 
fied I might draw for what cash there might then remain. The 
Real Estate I knew I could make no claim until y r period, but if 
it is so I must be patient, tho' at this time a sum of money would 
be very advantagious in payment for Lands bought. 

I would esteem it a favour if you would by ye 1st opportunity 
inform me of ye situation of my affairs, and send me a true Esti- 
mate of ye Estate both Real & Personal. 

I should be glad to know whether ye Legatees of John Chi- 
chester will receive their Legacies or not, as it remains a doubt 
here whether he might have Personal Estate sufficient or not 
after payment of ye other Legacies; allso when ye Dowers are 
paid & how much they will amount to, as I'm afraid after payment 
of all these things there will be no Cash left. Your advice to us 
to come to England is undoubtedly good, but ye Idea of going 
so far by Water is somewhat dreadfull, which makes it uncertain 
whether we shall see you or not. 

The Chariott was a very genteel one, but I fear the workman 
was careless in ' chusing ' ye wood for ye Body, as the Pannels 
are already sprung. I flatter myself that in future our Corre- 
spondence will be such as will be satisfactory to both. 
I am, Sir, Y r most Hb. Serv', 

Burges Ball. 

To John Blackburn, Esq r , Merch'. 

By ye London. 

Ten years later, just at the close of the Revolution, in which 
cause Colonel Ball had spent so much of his fortune in equip- 
ping a regiment for service in this war and which was commanded 
by himself, we find the rough draft of a letter addressed to 
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Thomson Mason, Esquire, speaking in detail of his financial 
affairs, etc. 

Travellers Rest, 9th of Novr., 1783. 
My Dear Sir, 

Inclosed is the will of my Grand Father by which I possess 
near all my Lands. — That said to be in Spotsylv* I exchanged 
since ye passing of an act of Assembly which I petitioned for 
with Gen. Spots wood for 1168 acres (it lying on both sides of 
the River) in Culpepper & Orange called Fox Neck, where I 
have lived this summer; this land is vested in Trustees for ye 
purpose of the will. Those said to be in Stafford (and which is 
still Stafford) I some years ago sold to Peter Hensbrough, who 
is now dead, not then knowing but I had a right to do so, & I 
would wish to prevent his posterity being disturbed in the pos- 
session of it. It was sold I think for .£350, & is at present not 
worth much more. That tract said to be in King George (now 
Stafford) is the place where I now live (call'd Travellers Rest) 
which then contained only 660 acres, but I have since added 400 
to it by a purchase of my own some years ago of John Ball 
which makes it 1000. I have also lately purchased n 00 acres 
with a Saw Mill (in Orange, had joined to my Fox Neck Tract) 
for which I gave General Spotswood ,£800 Certificates. Thus 
you'll observe I've but little land to dispose of, otherwise than 
by will. I estimate the last I bought of Ball at £8 per acre 
(which makes ^3200) and ye remainder 600 at ^10, as all the 
improvements are on this part, ye whole amount of which will 
be ;£q200. 

The Fox Neck Tract, which stands in place of the Spotsyl- 
vania tract is worth about ^1500, and that I bought of Spots- 
wood (for Certificates) about ^400, the whole valuation then of 
my lands amounts to £1 1,100, of which these I have purchased 
only makes ,£2 600, and which alone I have a right to sell. 

My reason, sir, for thus troubling you, is, to inform you of the 
valuation of the lands I hold by my grandfather's will, and those 
I have a right to sell, so you may form an idea of my circum- 
stances, what part can be liable for my obligations to Braxton, 
& in what manner I ought to make a will. If I have by my ob- 
ligation to Braxton, attempted to make the land I live on (con- 
taining 1,000 acres), lyable for my contract with him. that is, if 
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I've settled it (with a No. of negroes, possibly 50, upon my son 
in order to compel him to confirm my bad bargain, I hope the 
600 of ye 1,000 cannot be liable: If therefore only the 400, and 
the negroes (no names of whom were mentioned), can be lyable, 
they would sell for but little more (if any at all), than his pur- 
chase money with the interests and costs. Would it not then be 
much more to his interest to compromise matters, than to go 
through the whole course of law ? Perhaps by my aiding and 
assisting (as far as is consistent with propriety), to obtain what 
right I may have to the Estate in England he might get much 
more than his money, &c. , and if he did not, it would be made 
up to him out of my estate here. Was he acquainted with the 
circumstances, he might think it better for us to settle matters 
at once in this way. I do not intend, my dear Sir, to do any 
thing without your advise and assistance, but my anxiety to get 
rid of a state of suspense, would induce rather to loan, than to 
continue. Your directions, alone. I shall follow. Now, my 
dear Sir, I must request you'll take ye trouble to make out a 
will for me, guarding against every contingency, as I'm desirous 
to provide in the best manner I possibly can for my w"ife, a son, 
two daughters, and a child which I expect is in the stocks. It 
is my wish to do justice to them all in such manner as you may 
think I ought to do and am able to do. I have the education of 
my children much at heart, which I want to provide for as you 
think most expedient. If I have a right to direct my lands to 
be sold by my will, I've a thought it would be best, as I should 
thereby be enabled to distribute justice more easily and effect- 
ually, but of this you'll be the best judge. 

The number of my negroes does not exceed 60, out of which, 
possibly Braxton may expect to be reimbursed. I have a Land 
Warrent of 777^ acres for my own services, which I give to my 
wife, also the land in Orange (which I purchased) provided I 
have not a right to give her an interest in the lands I hold by ye 
will, but of all these matters you can judge, and as it is my wish 
to do 'em all justice, I'm satisfied you'll make my will in such a 
manner as will answer the purpose. But these Certificates I 
expect (as well as what money is due me), must go to ye pay- 
ment of my debts, which are (I believe) something more than 
^2,000. I thought these had been paid, 'till some time after I 
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returned from the Army and after I was married, for I was in- 
formed by my Brother, who had the direction of my affairs and 
ye use of a large sum of money, that he had paid all my debts. 

Thus, my dear Sir, I've informed you of my situation and cir- 
cumstances as nearly as I can, relying on you as my most par- 
ticular friend. Your services shall be most faithfully rewarded, 
and fully to your satisfaction. 

I am with the highest Esteem Dear Sir 

Y. oblidg'd friend &c. 

B. Ball. 

/ N. B. This letter is a copy of one sent, except that part of 
this page which mentions the Certificates, and my Debts. The 
purport is the same. In the P. S. to the letter I've desired Mr. 
Mason to look in the Body of the Laws for the Act vesting my 
Lands in Trustees, and in the Office, for ye Deed from Spots- 
wood to the Trustees. 

Thomson Mason, Esquire. 
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[Ludwell MS., Virginia Historical Society.] 



In a letter of John Page, Mayor of Dublin, to John Harleston, 
of Carolina, dated 1708, in which inquiry is made as to " Mr. John 
Barnwell," and describing him as "son of a verry good gentle- 
man and gentlewoeman," and as having " extriordinary friends 
and relasions in this Kingdom," he is said to have left Ireland 
"about seaven years agon from a humor to goe to travel and for 
no other reason." On his arrival in Charlestown he was be- 
friended by Chief Justice Trott, and was at once made Deputy 
Secretary and Clerk of Council under Sir Nathaniel Johnson's 
administration. In 1702-3, although in office and a churchman 
himself, he opposed the Administration party in their effort to 
exclude Dissenters from the government, and was an unsuccess- 
ful candidate for the Commons House of Assembly. In 1705 he 
was a volunteer in Rhett's expedition against the French under 



